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A STUDY ON THE TECHNIQUE USED BY THE TEACHER IN TEACHING 
VOCABULARY FOR THE EIGHT GRADE STUDENTS AT SMP TARUNA 
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ABSTRACT 
English is an Internasional and important language to communicate with people 
around the world. English as a foreign language requires sufficient vocabulary in 
listening, reading, writing, and speaking skills. Vocabulary is one of the core components 
of language proficiency and determines how well learners speak, listen, read, and write 
well. There are two techniques concerning the teaching of vocabulary, those are visual 
technique and verbal technique. 
This research has three research problems, those are: (1) What are the techniques 
used by the teacher in teaching vocabulary for the eighth grade students at SMP Taruna 
Islam Al- Kausar Kraksaan? (2) What are the difficulties in implementing the technique 
in teaching vocabulary for the eighth grade students at SMP Taruna Islam Al- Kausar 
Kraksaan? (3) How does the teacher solve the problem of the technique in teaching 
vocabulary for eight grade students at SMP Taruna Islam Al-Kausar?. The result of the 
research was elicited from the interview and observation at SMP Taruna Islam Al- 
Kausar. The researcher choose an English teacher who teach eight grade as research 
subject. 
Based on the interview and observation results, the researcher found that the 
teacher used visual technique in teaching vocabulary for the eighth-grade students at 
SMP Taruna Islam Al- Kausar Kraksaan. Moreover, there were five problems faced by 
the teacher,; those are students’ crowdedness, students did not bring dictionary, students’ 
lack of vocabulary, the distraction of students’ attention, and students’ boredom. The 
teacher did some ways to solve those problems; those are making the rules, asking 
students to borrow dictionary to the next class, asking students to open dictionary, 
limiting students’ work time, and giving the students a suggestion. 
Key words: English, vocabulary, teaching, technique, student, visual  technique, verbal 
technique 
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APPENDIX 1 
Transcript of Interview 
This interview session was conducted by the researcher and one of the English teachers 
who teach vocabulary of eighth grade students at SMP Taruna Islam Al-Kausar Kraksaan on 
January 31, 2020. 
Researcher : “What kind of technique that you use in teaching vocabulary at  
 eighth grade of SMP Taruna Islam Al-Kausar?”. 
 
Teacher : “I use visual technique”. 
 
Researcher : “Why did you choose that technique to teach vocabulary?” 
 
Teacher       : “Because by using this technique, the class will seem livelier and  
   feel more fun for students. Besides, students really like things that are 
funny, so by using this technique, students will be happier and excited 
about learning” 
 
Researcher : “How is the implementation of the technique that you use in    
  teaching vocabulary at eighth grade of SMP Taruna Islam Al-Kausar?” 
 
Teacher : “I usually play games. I have plans for an upcoming meeting to  
  hold a game using a flashcard. The flashcard contains a verb and then one 
of the students demonstrates the vocabulary on it such as running, jumping, 
and reading. After that, the other students guessed the vocabulary of the 
movement.” 
 
Researcher : “Are there problems that arise from the student or the technique    
  in teaching vocabulary?”. 
 
Teacher  : “The problem is that I have difficulty controlling students  
   because many students are crowded by themselves”. 
 
Researcher : “How does the teacher solve the problem that arises in the  
  technique of teaching vocabulary?” 
 
Teacher  : “The solution is I make some rules, like don’t speak up when you  
  won’t answer and if you want to ask or want to answer a question, you have 
to raise your hand first. So more or less, these rules help the activity in the 
class”. 
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APPENDIX 2 
Field Notes 
Observations 
This observation section was conducted by researcher on February 01, 03, and 04, 
2020 of eighth grade students at SMP Taruna Islam Al-Kausar Kraksaan. 
Observation 1 
Before starting the class, the teacher opened the class by greeting and praying together. 
Afterward, the teacher reviewed the material last week; it was about simple present tense. 
The teacher asked a question about simple present tense to students to find out how far 
students remember and master the last week’s material. Furthermore, the teacher proceeded 
to the next material, which is simple present continuous tense.  
The teacher explained the simple present continuous tense material in detail, it was 
started from the definition, formula, and the examples of simple present continuous tense, all 
explained by the teacher in detail so that students were able to understand and master the 
material given. Besides that, the teacher did not forget to explain in detail about the use of 
verb-ing to students. After finished with all material explanations, the teacher continued the 
learning activities by making a game.  
Students may follow this game on the condition that students must bring a dictionary, 
for those who did not carry were required to borrow from the next-door classmates. The game 
was that the teacher provided the vocabularies of verbs in English and Indonesian and would 
appoint one of the students to demonstrate the vocabularies of verb in front of the class. The 
vocabularies of verbs provided by the teacher were only known by the teacher and students 
who were appointed to demonstrate it.  
The rules of the game were students must raise their hands first to answer, and students 
must answer it by making simple present continuous tense sentence from the demonstrated 
 6 
 
vocabulary. Students who successfully answered correctly would get additional grades. In 
this section, there were several students who wanted to answer the question and raised their 
hand but take long time to answer it. They looked a little confused and accosionally the 
teacher told them to open a dictionary. After the game was finished, the teacher repeated the 
vocabulary that was demonstrated in the game so that students were able to remember and 
memorize the vocabulary. 
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Observation 2 
The second observation was holding on February 03, 2020. As usual, before starting the 
lesson the teacher said a greeting and prayed together. The teacher continued the previous 
material; it was about simple present continuous tense. The teacher repeated and explained 
the previous material so that students became more understanding and mastering the material. 
After completing the explanation, the teacher assigned the students to translate some 
Indonesian sentences into English. The teacher dictated a few Indonesian sentences as 
follows: 
1. Tono sedang mencuci mobil. 
2. Mery sedang membantu ibunya di dapur. 
3. Murid-murid sedang duduk dibangku. 
4. Saya membutuhkan sebuah payung karena ini sedang hujan. 
5. Saya sedang berbicara dengan seseorang lewat telpon.  
The teacher only gave 10 minutes to students to do the assignment. After time ran out, 
the teacher and students made corrections together. The teacher wrote the answers on the 
board while giving the explanations and the students corrected their answers respectively. 
Furthermore, the teacher gave assignment again, student musts look for 3 activities of people 
who were outside the classroom with 3 different people then made sentences from these 
activities using the simple present continuous tense formula with only 10 minutes of work 
time.  After the time ran out, teacher approached the students to correct the assignment and 
gave scores to all the results of the student’s work today. Before the lesson ended, the teacher 
gave homework and it would be collected at the next meeting. 
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Observation 3 
For the last observation has been done on February 4, 2020. The material was still the 
same as the previous material; it was simple present continuous tense. At the previous 
meeting, the teacher gave homework, it was time to correct it together, and the teacher gave 
the score. After finishing correcting together, the teacher gave a new assignment to the 
student, namely working on the questions in the student worksheet. In the worksheet, there 
were several pictures of activities carried out by humans and from these pictures; students 
were required to make sentences using present continuous tense.  
 9 
 
In this section, there were many students did not do the assignment, the researcher 
asked one of the students there why she did not do the assignment. Her answer was because 
she felt bored with this monotonous activity, she and her other students did it almost every 
day.  After everything was finished, the teacher corrected each student’s work to give grades, 
and then the teacher gave feedback or suggestions. Moreover, the teacher also promised that 
there would be an interesting game in the next meeting. The students cheered up and several 
of them asked the teacher about what game it would do, they felt curious and enthusiastic 
about the next meeting. 
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APPENDIX 3 
Interview Guide 
Name   : Faizza Maulida 
Place  : SMP Taruna Islam Al- Kausar Kraksaan 
Interview : Teacher 
1. What are kinds of technique that you use in teaching vocabulary at eight grade 
students of SMP Taruna Islam Al- Kausar? 
2. Why you choose those technique to teach vocabulary? 
3. How are the implementation of technique that you use in teaching vocabulary at eight 
grade of SMP Taruna Islam Al- Kausar? 
4. Are there problems that arise from the student or the technique in teaching 
vocabulary? 
5. How do the teacher solve the problem of the technique in teaching vocabulary? 
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